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REF UTATION 


OF THE 


CHAR G E, Oc. 


HERE is nothing which the People 
of England are more juſtly tenaci- 
ous of than their Liberties. Nor is 
there any Crime a Man can com- 
mit, which raiſes the Indignation 
of the Publick ſo much, and makes him fo 
generally obnoxious, as an Attempt to ſub- 
vert the Laws and Conſtitution in the Exertion 
of Power to the Oppreſſion of any Man. 
Thouſands feel and reflect how ſoon the Caſe 
may become their own : Hence Reſentment is 
univerſally, and very often too haſtily taken up 
on the - ſlighteſt Accuſation of this Crime. 
Nor do Prejudices always yield to the _ 
| B vi- 
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Evidence in Favour of the Accuſed, For this 
Reaſon, we may preſume it is, that ſo many 
Men of conſiderable Rank, and whoſe Reputa- 
tion have been dear to them, have choſe to con- 
hde in Time, and their own Integrity, rather 
than endeavour to ftem the Torrent of popular 
Clamour, however violent and undeſerved. In- 
deed it is impoſlible to ſtop the Mouth of Ma- 
lice and Defamation ; which bath often been 
found an Over-match for the moſt perfect Vir- 
tue under Heaven, 


Whatever Motives Captain Crockſhanks might 
have had to bring a Charge againſt Mr. Knowles, 
above ten Years after the Affair which it re- 
lates to was tranſacted, yet it is certain, that 
the Admiral, for the Reaſons above- mentioned, 
would have paſſed it over in Silence, with that 
Contempt which it deſerves; if ſome of his 
Friends, who knew his Innocence, and to whoſe 
Opinion he pays great Regard, had not injoin- 
ed him to retute it. Let the Reader there- 
fore take the true State of the Caſe, relating 
to the Conduct and Treatment of Captain Crook-. 
Hanks, as far as Admiral Knowles is concerned 
in either, from the following Facts. 


At the Time when Mr. Knowles was gover- 
nor of Lewiſburg, and Commander in chief of 
his Majeſty's Ships in thoſe Seas, he received a 
Letter by Lieutenant Hughes from Captain Ers- 
kine, complaining of the Conduct of Captain 
Crookſhanks, tent in the Montague Ordinance Ten- 
der; a Copy of which is annexed Ne 1. and as 
ſoon as he had an Opportunity, he wrote a 
Letter 


EY 


I .cter Ne 2, to Captain Crookſhpanks, then at 
Newfoundland, The Commodore had already 
ſent for the Panther, Captain Wickham from 
thence, and the Fozwey and Alborough from Bo- 
flon, to come and join him; but he wrote for 
Captain Wickham again after the Receipt of this 
Complaint. Theſe Ships, with the Canterbury 
and Norwich, which he had with him at Lauis- 
burgh, would have furniſhed a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Captains to have compoſed a Court-Mar- 
tial for the Trial of Captain Crocꝶſbanks. But 
none of theſe Ships arriving, and the Com- 
modore having received his Majeſty's Inſtruc- 
tions to repair to Boſton, which will be found in 
the Appendix Ne 3; and having alſo received 
Orders from the Lords of the Admiralty, 
(marked Ne 4.) to proceed to Jamaica, and take 
upon him the Command of the Squadron there on 
the Death of Vice- Admiral Davers, Mr. Knowles 
had no Opportunity of trying Captain Crook- 
ſhanks at Lauiſburg, as he intended. This In- 
tention is verified by his Letter to the Admi- 
ralty in the Appendix N' 5 ; in which hetranf- 
mitted a Copy of Captain Er/#ine's Complaint 
againſt Captain Crookſhanks, N* 6. How far 
the Commodore © gave his Opinion of this Tranſ- 
* ation,” will appear likewiſe from that Letter; 
and if he really had wrote to the Duke of Bed- 
ford and Lord Anſon, to ptepoſſeſs them againſt 
Captain Crookſhanks as he advances, there has 
been time enough in ten Years for the Captain 
to have obtained a Proof of ſuch a Fact. It 
might have ſhewn a Partiality in Mr. Knowles 
indeed, it it was true, but as Captain Crook- 
fhanks was not to be tried in England, nor by 
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the Commodore, not any Prepoſſeſſion of thoſe 
noble Perſons, nor any Prejudice in Mr. 
Knowles, could have an Effect upon the Court- 
Martial who tried Captain Crookfhanks at Ja- 
maica. 


In the Detail of his Treatment, ſo circum- 
ſtantial and minute in other Particulars, Mr. 
Crookſhanks has omitted (and very prudently) the 
Orders of the Admiralty for his being tried; 
which the Reader will find in Appendix N?* 7, 
This Order would have ſhook the Credit of his 
Aſſertion, ſince from thence it will appear, that 
not Mr. Knowles, but Lieutenant Matthew Moore 
was his Accuſer; and the Date of the Order be- 
ing the 15th of Sept. and the Commodore's 
Letter to the Admiralty, but the 21ft of Auguſt, 
it was impoſſible for that to have reached them. 
The words indeed of the Order confirm the 
contrary: But the ſame Conveyance by which 
Captain Crooxſhanks ſent his Letter to Mr. Legge, 
mentioned in page 29. of his Narrative, might 
carry Mr. Moore's Complaint againſt him to the 
Admiralty ; and moſt probably did. 


On the 17th of Sept. the Commodore failed 
from Louiſourg, and arrived at Boſton the 2d of 
October following, where he was obliged to ſtay 
in the Execution of his Majeſty's Orders, till 
the laſt Day of November, when ke failed with 
the Squadron for Barbadoes. But during the 
Time he lay at this Place, it muſt be obſerved, 
that he had no other Ships under his Command 
than the Canterbury, Captain Erftine, the War- 
wick, Captain Tqylor, the Fotpey, Captain mw 
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the Aldborough, Captain Darby, and the Lark 
commanded by Order, during the Suſpenſion of 
Captain Crookſhanks, by Lieutenant Hughes. 
Here were therefore only three Captains who 
could properly ſit upon a Court-Martial for the 
Trial of Captain Crookſhanks ;, vide Appendix, 
Ne 8. | 


On the 28th of December, the Commodore 
arrived with his Squadron at Barbadoes; where 
having ſtaid two or three Days to water, he 
proceeded to join Captain Pocock, on whom the 
Command of the Squadron ſtationed at the Lee- 
ward Iflands, was devolved by the Death of 
Commodore Legg : Having in his Way thither 
diſpatched a Letter when he was off Antigua to 
the commanding Officer there by the Aldborough, 
to call in all the poſt Captains for the Trial of 


Captain Crookſbanks. See Appendix, Ne g. 


After looking into Port-Roya! Harbour and 
St. Pierre's in Martinico, and viewing the Situa- 
tion of the Enemy's Ships there, the Commo- 
dore ran down a few Leagues to Leeward to 
find Mr. Pocock, agreeable to the Rendezvous 
he had left behind him at Barbadoes, and on the 
6th of January joined him. In his Way down 


he ſent a Sloop betore him with a Letter to Mr. 


Pocock, that he might be ſure of joining him, 
adviſing him of his Intention to try Captain 
Crookſhanks, Ne 10. Having diſcovered that 
there were two Men of War, and ſome Eaſt- 
India Ships, ſheltered under the Cannon of the 
Forts at Mariinico; the Commodore held a 

Conſultation 


(6] 
Conſultation with Mr. Pococt and ſome of his 
Captains, about attacking theſe Ships, as well 
as about an Attempt upon the Iſland of Gra- 
nada. But upon mature Deliberation theſe De- 
ſigns were laid aſide as too hazardous; as both 
the 1 might have been rendered uſe- 


leis. It was impoſſible therefore that Mr. 
Knowles could till now have brought Captain 
Crookfhanks to his Trial, had his attention to this 
Afﬀair been awakened never ſo much: And now 
it appears, that he was inclined to do it. The 
two ſquadrons did not meet till the 6th of Fa- 
nuary, and on the 7th, Captain Crookſhanks ac- 
knowledges in his Narrative, he received Notice 
of Trial; though © in a very extraordinary and 
& laconic Epiſtle,” he ſays, from the pro- 
tempore Commander of the Lark. The 
Truth of the Matter is, the Commodore hav- 
ing ſignified his Intention to Mr. Pocock to or- 
der a Court Martial for the Trial of Captain 
Crookſhanks, he directed Lieutenant Hughes, who 
commanded the Lark, to acquaint him with it; 
never ordering, nor ſuſpecting as they were both 
together on board one Ship, that Lieutenant 
Hughes would write a Letter to him about it ; 
and judging ſuch a Meſſage ſent by a Lieute- 
nant and protempore Captain of the Ship, to 
be no Indignity to Captain Crookſhanks, But 
this is not the only Time that the Uſage com- 

lained of from Lieutenant Hughes, is laid to 
the Charge of the Commodore, 


On Thurſday the ſame 7th of January, a ſig- 
nal was made for the Captains, and being all 
| | aſſembled 


LE 

aſſembled on Board, Mr. Knowles ſent for Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks, and deſired to know when he 
ſhould be ready for his Trial; and on the 
Captain's Reply, propoſed Saturday; but recol- 
letting that Sunday would intervene, ſhould the 
Court laſt more than a Day, he ſaid it would 
be beſt to defer it till Monday, to which Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks made no Objection. On Mon- 
day the Captains Franckland, Broderick, Taylor, 
Cornwall, Swanton, Palliſer, Piggott, and Inis, 
being aſſembled on Board, Mr. Pococt by a 
Signal from him, with whom the Commodore 
at that Time was, they repreſented the Incon- 
venience that would attend the holding the Court- 
Martial at Sea, in tranſporting the Evidences 
backwards and forwards from Ship to Ship, and 
other obſtructions which might ariſe to his Ma-. 
jelty's Service. 


The Commodore taking this into Conſidera- 
tion was of opinion, that it would be more con- 
venient to poſtpone the Trial till he got into 
Port. Accordingly he ſent for Captain Crook- 
ſhanks, and acquainred him with this Reſolu- 
tion; and as Mr. Pocack intended ſending the 
Mary Galley mm a few Days to England, the 
Commodore wrote a Letter to the Board of Ad- 
miralty by her, in which he informed them of 
his having ſo done. See Appendix, Ne 11. 


In the 55th, and ſome of the following 
Pages of his Narrative, Captain Crockſbanks 
complains of the Remiſſneſs which had hap- 
pened in not taking the Depoſitions; and ſays, 
That the Want of them might have been 

prevented 
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prevented, ſince they might have been taken 
* on his Arrival at Lowiſburg, or at any time 
during ninety- three Days that the Canterbury, 
« Warwick, and Lark were in Company, from 
« their Arrival at Boſton to their ſeparating 
&« from Mr. Pocock, and to which there was no 
4 Impediment.” If Captain Crootſbanks had 
underſtood the Nature and Uſage of a Court- 
Martial, or it he had not intended to delude 
the Reader, we-ſhould have heard nothing of 
this Complaint. He would have known that 
the Affidavits, which might have been taken at 
Lowiſburg or Boſton, would have been uſeleſs, if 
the Court-Martial was not aſſembled at thoſe 
Places ; and that no Depoſition can be legally 
read in Court, without the Parties are perſo- 
nally preſent to {wear it: For it is vive voce Evi- 
dence alone which can acquit or condemn the 
accuſed Perſon. Beſides, if Mr. Pocock had 
held the Court-Martial with the Captains of 
his Squadron, they might not have appointed 
Mr. Kirk for the Judge-Advocate; and then 
none of the Depoſitions taken by him would 
have been valid. But all this Captain Crook- 

anks either did not know, or was not willing 
that his Readers ſhduld ; as it totally renders 
groundleſs the Complaints which are ſpread 
through ſeveral Pages againſt Mr. Know!es. 


When the Commodore had diſtributed to 
Mr. Pocock and his Squadron what Stores he 
could ſpare, he left them, in order to proceed 
to Jamaica. In his Way he ſtopped at St. 
Chriſtopher's to water, and at St. Euftacia to 
gain Intelligence, He is very ready to own, 

h and 
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and it will appear from the Relation which has 
now been given of the Manner in which he 
employed his Time and Attention hitherto for 
his Majeſty's Service, that the Trial of Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks was only a ſecondary Confide- 
ration with him. Nevertheleſs, had he found 
Mr. Pecock's Squadron in Port at Barbadoes, or 
had he known his Deſign of going to an anchor 
at Montſerrat, immedixtely upon their Sepa- 
ration, he is full as ready to own likewiſe, that 
he could have had no Excuſe for not bringing 
Captain Croot/hanks ſooner to a Trial. 


On the 28th of January the Commodore ar- 
rived at Port-Royal in Jamaica; where he found 
a Commiſſion appointing him Rear-Admiral of 
the White, together with many Letters, Or- 
ders, and Inſtructions from the Lords of the 
Admiralty, relating to his Conduct in that 
Command: And although he had the State and 
Condition of the Ships of the Squadron he had 
juſt joined to enquire into, and many other 
Particulars relating to his Majeſty's Service, as 
well as to peruſe and anſwer his public Letters, 
the Packet being to ſail in a Day or two: And 
though the Captains had been ſitting a long 
time already on Captain Mitcbell's Trial, which 
was but juſt finiſhed as the Admiral came to an 
Anchor; yet, on the ſecond Day after his Ar- 
rival, he gave orders to Captain Dent for aſ- 
ſembling a Court-Martial on Captain Crook- 
ſhanks ;—and ſoooner it could not be done. 


The holding the Court on Board the Corn- 
wall, and not on Board the Canterbury, is made 
C another 
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another Subject of Complaint againſt Mr. 
Knowles by Captain Crookſhanks; who was 
thereby deprived, he ſays, of the Right of con- 
fronting his Adverſary. Drowning Men, the 
Proverb ſays, will catch at a Straw to ſave 
themſelves : If this was not Captain Crookſhanks's 
Inducement for mentioning this ſlender Circum- 
{tance, he muſt perſuade himſelf, to be ſure, that 
the more Articles there were to fill up the Charge, 
the more heinous it would appear; and that if 
a great deal of dirt was thrown, ſome would 
certainly ſtick, To refute this Accuſation how- 
ever among the reſt—futile as it is—the Rea- 
der muft be told, that if the Admiral had been 
ſo complaiſant as to quit his Ship, and give up 
his Cabbin to hold the Court in, it would have 
been a Weakneſs for which he would have been 
juſtly blameable : For, as the Canterbury was only 
a 60 Gun Ship, her Cabbin was too ſmall for the 
Purpoſe, and muſt have been very inconvenient - 
by crowding the Members ; whereas the Corn- 
wall was a Ship of 80 Guns, and had a ſpacious 
Cabbin. Beſides, as Captain Erſtine was con- 
fined to his Bed from a broken Arm the Day be- 
fore, it was impoſſible for him to appear at the 
Court-Martial, whether it was held on Board one 
Ship or another: However, the Choice of the Ship 
was in the Breaſt of the Preſident, 


About 10 o' Clock the Court aſſembled on 


Board the Cornwall, and was compoſed of the 
following Members. 


DIGBY 
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Rentone, Graves, 
Holmes, Andrews, 
Captains, J aylor, Clarke. 
Chadwick, 


How many more were ſummoned does not 
appear; neither is it in the leaſt material, as five 
Members are ſufficient to conſtitute a Court. 
Nevertheleſs to ſatisfy the Public, to whom it is 
inſinuated as an infamous Piece of Craft and Par- 
tiality in Admiral Knowles, that ſome other Cap- 
tains were ſent out of the Way, the State and 
Diſpoſition of the Squadron, and a Letter from 
the Board of Admiralty, are laid before them, 
whereby they may judge of this Allegation. See 
Appendix, N' 12, 13, 14. | 


Had not the Lords of the Admiralty ſent this 
Letter to Mr. Knowles, it is to be preſumed that 
his Knowledge of his Duty, as well as his Zeal 
for the Gogdof his Country, would have prompt- 
ed him to diſpatch the Ships of his Squadron out 
to Sea, in order to protect the Trade of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, and annoy the Enemy, as ex- 
peditiouſly as poſſible. Therefore if he had ſent 
away every other Ship and Veſſel, but thoſe of 
the five Captains neceſſary to compaſe the 
Court-Martial, he had done no more than his 
Duty ; and for which he would have been com- 
mended, not blamed, by thoſe who intruſted 
him with the Command. But two of thoſe Cap» 
tains, of whoſe Abſence Captain Crookſbanks 

C 2 complains, 
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complains, were at that time warm Friends to 
the Admiral: and ſurely if he had had any 
wicked Deſigns ro pack a Court-Martial, he 
would not have ſent thoſe Gentlemen away, and 
left the Court to conſiſt of Members, one of 
whom he- had never ſeen, and with the reſt had 
little or no Acquaintance, except the Preſident 
and Captain Taylor. The Truth of the Matter 
was, that beſides being the ſenior Captains, two 
of thoſe Gentlemens Ships were along ſide the 
Wharf, one abſent at Rattan, and the others not 


ready for the Sea; as the State of the Squa- 
dron before referred to will prove. 


Notwithſtanding every thing was done that 
could -be done, to bring on the Trial of Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks, yet it his Majeſty's immediate 
Service had required it, and theſe Ships had al- 
ſo been ready, the Admiral acknowledges very 
frankly, that this Trial would ſtill have been 
only a ſecondary Conſideration with him, even 
for ninety-three days longer; as the Captain 
enjoyed the Air, and Liberty of the Shore when 
he defired it, and had never been a Moment 
under Conſinement. 


As to the Proceedings of the Court-Martial, 
whether regular or irregular, the Admiral ap- 
prehends it does not Jie with him, either to vin- 
dicate, or condemn them. As little is he con- 
cerned with the Behaviour of the Judge-Advo- 
cate z who in that Capacity was an Inſtrument of 
the Court's, and as ſuch, though the Admiral's 
Secretary, was liable to be diſmiſſed by the Court 
at Pleaſure. If his Behaviour — 4 was ſo 
irregular and unjuſt as it has been 

the 
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the Court-Martial muſt either have been ſup- 
poſed Tools to the Admiral to permit it, or 
totally ignorant of what they were about; nei- 
ther of which can be laid to their Charge 
And therefore let thoſe that will believe it. 
But if Captain Crook/hanks had intended that the 
Public ſhould been enabled to form a right Judg- 
ment of his Cauſe, he ought to have laid the whole 
Trial before them; and not Particulars ſelected 
as he thought would beſt ſerve his Purpoſe. For 
if it is to the Tribunal of the Public that we 
are to appeal for Redreſs, we are religiouſly 
bound not to deceive them; but to give a plain 
Relation of all the Facts, without Omiſſion or 
Diſguiſe, from whence they may form a judg- 
ment. 


The Day after the Court-Martial began to 
fit, Mr. Knowles went up to Spaniſh-Town to 
pay a Viſit to Governor Trelawney, and to con- 
cert Meaſures with him for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice; as will appear by an Extract of his Let- 
ter to Mr. Corbett, to be found in the Appen- 
dix N* 14. The ſecond Day after he return- 
ed again to Por/-Royal, and finding the Court- 
Martial not finiſhed, and that the utmoſt Diſ- 
patch was neceſſary to put the Fleet in a Con- 
dition to execute the Enterprize reſolved upon 
between them, he ſent for Mr. Dent to en- 
quire if the Trial of Captain Crookſhanks was 
near finiſhing. Being much ſurprized and un- 
eaſy at its taking up ſo much Time, it is pro- 
bable that he did expreſs his Deſire to Mr. Dent, 
as the Narrative ſets forth, that Captain Crook- 
* /hanks would ſhorten his Evidence ;** but 
: | then 
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then meaning ohly, as every body muſt ima- 
gine, with Relation to Numbers upon one 

Fact. For it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that any 
Preſident of a Court of Juſtice would be di- 
rected by an Admiral, or even by his Sove- 
reign, to ſuppreis Evidence upon a Fact which 
had not been already eſtabliſhed, and which was 
abſolutely neceſſary to his doing that Juſtice 
which his Oath required of him. The Law, and 
the Cuſtom of the Courts at Weſtminſter, re- 
quire but the Teſtimony of two or three Wit- 
neſſes to one Fact; and the ſame Law is to re- 
gulate the Proceedings at Courts-Martial. For 
it either civil or military Courts are to fit as 
long as the accuſed Perſon can find Evidence to 
be examined, not many Cauſes could be tried 
in a Twelvemonth, nor could the whole Time 
of the Judges, if they were to fit every Day, 
and all Day long, be ſufficient for this Pur- - 
poſe: For an Exemplification of ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding in a Court-Martial, the Reader is re- 
ferred to a remarkable Trial of two Admi- 


rals. 


Amongſt the Letters and Orders which Mr. 
Knozvies received from the Board of Admiralty, 
when he arrived with his Squadron at Jamaica, 
was that Order for trying Captain Crookſhanks, 
before referred to. But as Lieutenant Moore, 
the Gentleman mentioned in the Order, and 
who muſt have been the principal Proſecutor 
for the Crown, had been left on the Antigua 
Station, and conld not be produced to ſupport 
his Accuſation, therefore the Court- Martial pro- 


ceeded upon an Order iſſued by Admiral 
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and having ſpent the four firſt Days in examin- 
ing Witneſſes, Captain Crookſhanks read his An- 
ſwer to the Charge againſt him, as recited in 
the Narrative; with which Mr. Knowles has no 


Concern. 


But perhaps it may be neceſſary to ſay ſome- 
thing to that Complaint, which Captain Crook- 


ſhanks has made of the Judge Advocate's re- 
fuſing, by the Admiral's Orders, to give the 


Captain Copies of all the Affidavits that were 
taken previous to his Trial; by which Means, 
he ſays, © he was totally deprived of having re- 
„ courſe to the Depoſitions, and conſequently 
of being able to examine them as he ought, 
that he might at his Trial detect and endea- 
<« vour to confute whatever might be errone- 
e ouſly or willfully advanced to his Prejudice.” 
A Man muſt be ignorant indeed of the Laws 
of his Country, who can make ſuch a Com- 
plaint, or who can liſten to it to the Prejudice 
of Mr. Knowles. Does not Captain Crookſhanks, 
does not every body know, that ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding is not allowable in any Court of Judi- 
cature in the Kingdom ? And God be thanked, 
that it is not, or there would be no End to Per- 


jury. It were to have been wiſhed then that 


Captain Crookſhanks had been a little more © en- 
* /ightened in the Proceedings of civil and mi- 
litary Courts of Juſtice, before he had made 


this improper Requeſt, or complained of the 
Admiral tor refuſing it. | 


The Commander in Chief was precluded from 
fitting at Courts-Martial, when Captain Croat- 
| ſhanks 
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ſhanks was tried; and by the Act of Parliament, 
which has paſſed ſince, for regulating the Pro- 
ceedings of Courts-Martial, the taking of pre- 
paratory Depoſitions are forbid ; and the Wil- 
dom of the Legiſlature is conſpicuous in both 
theſe Particulars : By the firſt, the commanding 
Officer is prevented from packing a Court to his 
own Mind, could he have ſuch wicked Inten- 
tions; by the ſecond, the Priſoner is prevented 
from knowing the Evidence before it is depo- 
ſed in open Court. However, before this Act 
was in Force, it may poſitively be aſſerted that 
Copies of the Depoſitions never were granted 
to the accuſed Perſon before Trial, unlefs with 
a wicked Intention; to prevent which, this Re- 
gulation was indubitably eſtabliſhed. 


Drawing up a String of Reſolutions or Re- 
ſolves, as the Captain calls them, is a mo- 
dern Practice in Courts-Martial, and not autho- 
rized by any Law whatever, They may be uſe- 
ful for the Members, as Notes or Memoran- 
dums ; but unleſs every Member was to be call- 
ed before a Tribunal, to anſwer why they paſſed 
ſuch a Sentence, and to ſhew upon what Proots 
they founded their Determinations ; theſe Re- 
ſolutions are needleſs, and neither neceſſary nor 
required of them. Every Jury-man may as well 
be called upon to know the Reaſon he had for 
condemning any Man, with equal Propriety. 


In the Proceedings at Courts-Martial, the 
Reſolutions however are always wrote down pre- 
vious to the Sentence, and then the whole is 


_ by the Preſident, and each reſpective 
Member, 
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Member, according to Seniority ; fo that they 
cannot afterwards be altered without Eraſe- 
ment, and a manifeſt. Detection of the Fraud. 
If theſe Things were not done in Captain Creok- 

ank's Court-Martial, it may be natural enough 
to aſk, whoſe Fault it was; but the Reader 
cannot heſitate in anſwering, not Admiral 
Knowles's? He is ready to give all the Proofs 
the Fact admits of, that he never read any 
Part of the Proceedings of the Court- Martial, 
except the Sentence, but tranſmitted the whole 
to the Admiralty a few Days after the Trial, 
as appears by his Letter, Append. Ne 14. untill 
he read them in this Pamphlet publiſhed by 
Captain Crookſhanks. His Attention was cloſely 
employed in the Diſcharge of his Duty, to get 
the Squadron ready for the Services he was-go- 
ing upon, which required the utmoſt Diligence 
and Diſpatch; otherwiſe Mr. Kzowv/es could have 
made no Scrupie of granting Copies of the whole 
Trial to Captain Crookfhanks, nor indeed to any 
one elſe that had aſked it. 


It remains yet to clear up ſome other Points, 
which though deferred to the laſt, yet in Re- 
ſpect of Time ſhould have come firſt. It hath 
already been taken Notice of, that Admiral 
Knowles ſent an Order to Captain Crookſhanks, as 
ſoon as Captain Er/#ine's Complaint had reached 
him, to come and join him from Newfoundlend. 
On the Captain's Arrival at Louz/burg, he waited 
upon Mr. Knowles, who in the Preſence of 
Lieutenant- Governor Hapſon, and ſeveral Sea 
and Land Officers, received him in the moſt 


civil and friendly manner. Indeed there never 
D had 
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had been any Reaſon for a different Behaviour 
towards him, ſince they had been Ship-Mates 
together on Board the Torbay with Sir Charles 
Mager, in the Year 1727; nor had Mr. Knowles 
ever had any Diſpute or Diſagreement with him 
in his Life, He readily gave Captain Crook- 
ſhanks Leave to go on Shore at every Place the 
Ship came to, and never confined or impriſoned 
him one Moment, from the Day of his being 
diſpoſſeſſed of the Command of the Lark, till 
the Day of his Trial. This Captain Crook- 


fſanks often acknowledged to ſeveral Perſons, 
who are ready to atteſt it. 


In regard to the malicious Reports ſpread at 
Newfoundland and Boſton, of which Captain 
Crookſhanks complains loudly, if theſe were not 
ſpread by any Perſons in the Fleet under the 
Command of Mr. Knowles, nor repreſented to 
him by Captain Crootfhanks, it was not in Mr. 
Knowles's Power to ſilence or contradict them. 
It is true, that at Louiſburg he was informed of 
many Diſputes and Animoſities between the 
Officers and Crews of the Lark and Warwick, 
relating to the Engagement with the Glorioſo, 
and that quarrels certainly would enſue, if he 
did not put a Stop to them. Upon this he 
went on Board each of thoſe Ships, and turning 
up all Hands, he told them, that he. was ſatis- 
fied Seamen never behaved ill, when they were 
properly led on; and that, though Captain Crook- 

anks was accuſed, yet till he was tried, and 
the Matter determined by a Court-Martial, if 
any Officer or private Man threw any Reflecti- 
ons, or entered into Quarrels about it, he would 


ſeverely 
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ſeverely puniſh them. Nay, he commanded the 
whole Ships Company of the Lark, before Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks's Face, to pay him the ſame 
Reſpect as ever in every thing, except in the 
Command of the Ship. If Mr. Knowles had 
not then had a perſonal Regard for Captain 
Crookſhanks, the Reader will eaſily imagine that 
he would ſcarcely have given himſelf this 
Trouble, which no Duty of his Station requir- 
ed of him. Indeed Mr. Knowles never heard, till 
lately, that Captain Crookſhanks found any Fault 
with his Treatment of any Sort, before his Trial; 
and then only on Account of his refuſing to 
grant a Court-Martial upon Captain Eſtine, 
againſt whom he then recriminated. But it was 
Mr. Know/es's firm Opinion at that Time, and 
it is his Opinion now, that it would have been 
both cruel and unjuſt to have tried Captain Er- 
Kine on any ſuch Accuſation; and in this Opi- 
nion he is ſure he ſhall ever remain. | 


If Captain Croolſbants had at that Time 
thought Admiral Knowles his Enemy and Op- 
preſſor, is it to be believed, that, after the Court- 
Martial, he would have come to the Admiral to 
aſk his Opinion of the Sentence ? This Captain 
 Crookſhanks did, as he well knows: And he may 
allo remember the Admiral's Anſwer was, that 
had all the Members of the Court-Martial been 
the Captain's own Brothers, they could not have 
| wy: a milder Sentence. And further, can it 

ſuppoſed that Captain Crookſhanks would, im- 
mediately upon this, deſire as he owns he 
did to go à Volunteer in the Expedition 
with Mr. Knowles, if he had not had, in his own 
Mind, reaſon to hope for the Admiral's Favour ? 
D 2 45 
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As to what is ſaid in the Narrative of the 
ungenteel Behaviour of Lieutenant Hughes, or 
of his treating Captain Crookſhanks with any Ri- 
gour, Mr. Knowles never authorized, and never 
will vindicate ſuch a Proceeding. He diſclaims 
it, as contrary to his Orders and Intentions. 
Captain Crookfhanks having never made any Com- 
plaint of ſuch Uſage to him, it could not be ex- 
pected that the Admiral ſhould redreſs what 
he never knew. 


The ſeveral weak and ridiculous Anſwers, pre- 
tended to be given by Mr. Knowles to the. Let- 
ters and Meſſages of Captain Crookſhanks, were 
they true, are not criminal; and ſcarce deſerve 
Notice. They ſerve to exaggerate the ill Treat- 
ment he complains of, and to embelliſh his Nar- 
rative: So far they may be of Uſe to him, but 
can affect no body elſe. Many of them, indeed, 
carry their own Refutation along with them; 
ſuch as the Story of Mr. Knewles's foreſecing 
that Captain Crookſhanks ſhould want Captain 
Chadwick's Clerk to write for him at his Trial, 
and preventing it, though he was that Day gone 
to Spaniſh-T own to Mr. Trelawney, as hath already 
appeared. 


The Charge againft the Admiralty, by Cap- 
tain Crookſhanks, does not lie with Mr. Knowles 
to anſwer : Yet he cannot cloſe this Defence of 
himſelf without obſerving, that if the. Reader 
will compare the Extracts of the ſeveral Letters 
annexed, with Mr. Corbett's Letter to Captain 
Crookſhanks, dated Mar. 7, 1743. Vid. Appendix 
N* 17. he will be ableto form an impartial Judg- 
ment of their Lordſhip's Equity, in their — 
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ſwer to his Complaint. This Letter evinces 
their Lordſhip's Intentions and Deſire to come 
at Truth, and by comparing the Reſolutions and 
the Sentence of the Court-Martial, to ſee if any 
irregular Proceedings had happened in the Courſe 
of the Trial. The ſame Diſpoſition to Truth 
and Juſtice in their Lordſhips, would have led 
them to diſcover from Mr. Knowles's Letters, 
whether the Reaſons he gave for not bringing 
Captain Crookſhanks to his Trial ſooner, were ju- 
ſtihable or not, and whether there had been any 
Act of Oppreſſion. The Reader has now the 
ſame Opportunity. But it may not be impro- 

r for him to know, that during the Time 
which Captain Crook/hanks has been applying for 
Redreſs, there have been five different Boards of 
Admiralty ; and conſequently, the Underſtand- 
ing, the Juſtice, and Honour of all the ſeveral 
Boards to which he applicd, are equally arraign- 
ed in this Complaint. 


Whether the malicious Inſinuations contained 
in this Pamphlet, againſt the Admiral, the Court- 
Martial, the Deputy Judge Advocate, and all the 
Witneſſes, ſhew the Innocence, or Reſentment 
of Captain Crookſhanks moſt, the Reader mult 
now determine. Conſidering how much Mr. 
Knowles has been aſperſed and miſrepreſented in it, 
H he had ſhewn ſome Aſperity in his Reply, he 
could not ſurely have been cenſured for it. Bur 
this he choſe to avoid, as well as any ſevere Re- 
marks to which the Captain's Narrative, as an 
Officer, is juſtly liable. He forgives the Overflow- 
ings of his Diſappointment and Vexation, and pi- 
tics an unhappy Man, who has brought on his 
Ruin by his own Miſconduct. 

APPE N- 
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Copy of a Letter from Captain Eyſtine to Com- 
modore Knowles. 


S I R, Warwick at Sea, July 24, 1747. 


jured in my Maſts, Yards, and Rigg- 
ing by an Engagement I had with a Spaniſh 
Ship of great Force; fo that I fear I ſhall not 
be able to make the Diſpatch I with for. 

I ſhall only preſume to ſay that after the Lark 
began the Action, ſhe quickly paſſed the Ene- 
my, and never more returned. The Warwick 
ply'd up to the Enemy, and after the Diſcharge 

of two Broadſides on different Tacks, we came 
to a more cloſe and determined Engagement, 
which laſted near four Hours, until the Har- 
wick, by her Diſtreſſes, was rendered incapable 
of either retreating or purſuing. The Enemy 
taking this Advantage haul'd to the Northward 
with what fail he could poſſibly make from us, 
and with all his Maſts ſtanding. 1 
Thus a moſt valuable Prize made her Eſcape 
by the unparelelled Back wardneſs of the Lark. 
Mr. Hughes, if you require it, can give you a 
more circumſtantial Account. In the mean 
time I ſhall draw up a regular Complain: againſt 
Captain Crookſhanks, to be preſented you on my 

Arrival at Lowſburg. I am, SW. 
ROBERT ERSKINE, 


To Charles Knowles, Eſq; Sc. 


No 2, 
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* 
Ne 2. 
Copy of a Letter from Commodore Knowles to 
Captain Crookfhanks. 
SIR, LouiſSurg, Auguſt 15, 1747. 


HAVE received your Letter of the 21ſt of 
July, incloſing me a Copy of your Orders 


from the Lords of the Admiralty : And, as I 


have a Complaint againſt you, from Captain 
Erſkine, of his Majeſty's Ship Warwick, for not 
aſſiſting him in an Engagement with a Spaniſb 
Man of War, whereby ſhe eſcaped ; you are, 
therefore, immediately, upon Receipt of. this, 
to repair here, and anſwer the ſame at a Court- 


Martial; which I truly wiſh you may be able to do. 
I am, SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


CHARLES KNOWLES. 
To Captain Creokſpenks. 


3 
Extract of a Letter fron: hi Grace the Duke 
of Newcaſtle to Coin dure Knowles, 


Whil:*.1:, May 30, 1747. 


— —ik i; yy. cy Fleaſure 
that Governor H © „ and conſi- 
der what Numrer of / 1; e 1eally 
wanted ivr the Deicuve yi; And 


it 
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it is his Majeſty's Intention that all the reſt of 
the Americans ſhould be diſcharged, except ſuch 
few only as are found neceſſary” for. the before 


I am, Cc. 
| HOLLES NEWCASTLE. 
Received by the Warwick, Capt. Erſkine. 


mentioned Service. 


— 


Ne 4. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Corbett 
to Commodore Knowles. 


SIR, Admiralty-Office, Fune 3, 1747. 
. I ſend you herewith their Lord- 
ſhip's Order for your repairing to Jamaica, and 
taking upon you the Command of his Majeſty's 
Ships at that Place at the End of the Summer. 


Iam, &. THOMAS CORBETT. 


Received by the Warwick, Capt. Erſkine. 


8 


5. 


Extract of a Letter from Commodore Knowles 
to Mr. Secretary Corvert. 


SIR, Lowiſburg, Aug. 31, 1747. 
By the Warwick which arrived here 
the 16th Inſtant, 1 received your Letter of-the 
5th of June, directing me to repair to Jamaica, 
&c. I am ſorry to tell their Lordſhips 


that the Yarwick joined me in a moſt ſhattered 
diſabled 
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diſabled Condition, occaſioned firſt by a ſmart 
Engagement ſhe had with a large Spamſb Ship 
of War, and next by a Storm of Wind, in 
which ſhe loſt her main and mizon Maſt. Their 
Lordſhips will ſee, by the encloſed Complaint 
from Captain Erſtine, that if he had been aſſiſted 
by Captain Crookſbanks of the Lark, they muſt 
have taken the Enemy's Ship. The Lark is 
not yet arriyed, when ſhe does their Lordſhips 
may depend upon the Matter's being ſtrictly exa- 
mined into. I am, Sc. 


CHARLES NOWLES. 


— — — — 
Ne 6 
. 


Copy of a Complaint againſt Captain Co ns, 
Commander of his Majeſty's Ship Lark, by 
Captain Heine of the Warwick, delivered to 
Charles Knowles, Eſq; Commander in Chief 
of his Majeſty's Ships, &c. at Louiſburg. 


HAT, after the Chace of above forty 
Hours of a large Ship, which proved to 

be any Enemy, (in the Latitude of 40* 38, and 
Longitude from the Lizard 21* 22 We.) by his 
Majeſty's Ship Lark, in Company with his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Warwick, both Ships got abreaſt 
about a Mile of the ſaid Chace. That his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Lark began the Attack (but not in 
point-blank Shot) by diſcharge of her Larboard 
Broadfide, and received the Enemy's Fire; but the 
Warwick, being judged at an improper Diſtance, 
did not Fire in paſſing; but after the Enemy was 
brought to, about four Points abaft the an- 
| E wick 
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wick's Beam, ſhe tacked, and in ten Minutes 
came to cloſe Engagement. But the Lark did 
not return to the Charge, in order to ſupport 
the Warwick then engaging ; which ſhe might, 
and was her Duty : But, on the contrary, con- 
tinued to run from the Enemy, and never re- 
turned to the Aſſiſtance of the Warwick, during 
any Part of her Engagement, which laſted from 
Eleven o'Clock at Night till Three in the 
Morning the 16th Inſtant, at which Time the 
Enemy made her Eſcape, by the Diſtreſs of the 
Warwick in her Sails, Rigging, and Maſts, and 
by being abandoned by the Lark. 


RORERT ERSKINE. 


N' 7. 
By the Commiſſioners for executing the 


Office of Lord High Admiral of Greet- 
Britain, Ireland, &c. 


HERE As Lord Vere Beauclerꝶ has laid 

before us a Letter he has received from 

Mr. Matthew More, who took his Paſſage to 
Nerih- America in his Majeſty's Ship Marcwick, 
giving an Account that, on the 14th of July laſt, 
the ſaid Ship and the Lark being near the 


weſtern Iſlands, fell in with a Haniſb Ship of 


War cf 70 Guns, with which the Warwick 
came to an Engagement, but the Lark, after 
firing one Broadſide within random Shot, ran 
away, and was not ſeen again till next Morning, 
when ſhe did not purſue the Enemy. And 
whereas we think proper that the Affair ſhould 
be ſtrictly examined into, we fend you — 
| | 1 
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Mr. Moore's Letter aforementioned, and require 
and direct you to cauſe the Affair to be ſtrictly 
enquired into at a Court-Martial, or in ſuch 
Manner as you ſhall find requiſite, and to tranſ- 
mit to us a particular and impartial Account 
how you find the ſame to be: For which this 


ſhall be your Warrant. 
Given under our Hands 15th Sept. 1747. 


| To Charles Knowles, Eſq; VERE BEAUCLERK. 


Rear-Admiral of the 

White Squadron of his ANSON. 
Majeſty's Fleet at Ja- n 

. W. ELLIS. 


By Command of their Lordſhips. 
J. CLEVELAND. 


— 


«a. * 
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Extract of a Letter from Commodore Knowles 
to Mr. Secretary Corbett. 


Beſton, Nov. 28, 1747. 


— - On Captain Here's quitting, I re- 
moved Captain Eine out of the //orwzrk into 
the Canterbury, and have now moved Captain 
Taylor out of the Fowey into the Warwick, and 
Captain Iunis of the Aldborough into the Fowey, 
agreeable to their Seniorities and Inclinations, 
and given the Command of the A!dborough to 
Lieutenant Darby, my firſt Lieutenant, which 
I hop? their Lordſhips will approve. 


E 2 Captain 
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Captain Robertſon of the Hind Sloop having 
had his Trial, herewith I ſend you his Sentence. 
Captain Crookſhanks muſt wait for his till our 
Arrival at the Leeward Iflands, as there are not 
Captains enough here to try him, which as ſoon 
as over ſhall tranſmit you likewiſe. I am, Sc. 


C. KNOWLES. 


— Pbbbb» 


N* g. 


Copy of a Letter from Commodore Knowles, to 
the commanding Officer at Antigua, or the 
ſenior Officer there. 


$69 Canterbury at Sea, Lat. 18* 00, 
SK. | Dec. 24th, 1747. 
FA\Aptain Croothanks of his Majeſty's Ship the 
Lark, being under a Suſpenſion for not aſ- 
ſiſting Captain Eyſtine in the Warwick, in an 
Engagement he had with a Spaniſb Man of War, 
which he met with in his Paſſage from England, 
and I intending to have him tried at Antigua, 
and you to preſide at the Court-Marrtial : I deſire 
you would therefore forthwith call in all your 
Cruiſers, commanded by Poſt Captains, to com- 
poſe the ſaid Court-Martial, and remain with 
them in Exgliſb Harbour till my Arrival. 
I am, Ec. 


By the Haberougbh. C. KNOWLES. 


Ne 10. 
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Ne 10. 


Extract of a Letter from Commodore Knowles 
to Mr. Pococt, commanding a Squadron of 
his Majeſty's Ships to Leeward of Martinico. 


Canterbury, off Martinique, Jan. 3, 1747-8. 


S IR, 

Wrote a Letter by the A/dborough to the com- 
1 manding Officer of the Squadron at Antigua, 
to call them into Port on Account of Captain 
Crookſhankss Trial; ſince which I have under- 
ſtood the Service you are upon, which as I would 
not interrupt, I am coming down to join you. 
I ſend Captain Tindal/ with this to ſtop you, 
leſt you ſhould be upon returning into Port agree- 
able to my former Letter. 

I propote looking into Port-Royal To-morrow, 
and ranging down by St. Pierre's, after which, 
ſo long as Day-light continues, I ſhall ſtretch 
to the Northward, in order to make them be- 
lieve I am going to Antigua; but in the Night 
I ſhall run off 8 or 10 Leagues to look for you. 
I therefore defire you will continue burning a 
falſe. Fire every half Hour, that I may not mils 


of you. 2 2 
C. KNOWLES, 


Ne 11. 
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Ne 11. 


Extract of a Letter from Commodore Knowles - 
to Mr. Secretary Cleveland. 


Canterbury, old Road, St. Kits, Jan. 18, 174 7-8, 


SIR, | 
I acquainted their Lordſhips ſome 
Time ago, of my intending to have Captain 
Crookſhanks tried as ſoon as] joined the Squadron 
here : But upon conſidering the holding it at Sea 
muſt be attended with great Inconveniency, in 
the preſent cruizing Station, I ſuſpended that Re- 
ſolution, and have deferred his Trial till I arrive 
at Jamaica, which I hope their Lordſhips will 


not diſapprove, I am, Sc. 
e C. KNOWLES. 


— 


n 


N- 123. 


Extract of a Letter from Rear- Admiral Knowles 
to Mr. Secretary Cleveland. 


Canterbury in Port-Royal Harbour, 

PL 15 Jamaica, Fan, 30, 1747-8. 
SIR, | 

HIS accompanies a Duplicate of my laſt, 

to which I refer you, and deſire you'll 

pleaſe to acquaint their Lordſhips that I arrived 

here the 28th Inſtant, with his Majeſty's Ships 

Canterbury, Warwick, and Lark; the Fowey and 

Aldborough I ſent to Cape Frangots - 


Agreeable to your Directions, on my Arrival 


here, I opened their Lordſhip's Packet of _ 
t 


„ 
£ 
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6th of June, which was brought me by the 
Warwick to Louiſburg, and ſhall punctually put 
in Execution the ſeveral Orders contained there- 
in, as ſpeedily as poſſible.— That which related 
to the Trial of Captain Mitchell, Captain Dent 
was complying with, for the Sentence was paſ- 
ſing juſt as I came to an Anchor, and herewith 
I fend it you. Captain Crookfbanks's Trial I have 
ordered for Monday next. I found all the 
Ships upon the Station in Port, both great and 
ſmall, * which I am diſpatching out as faſt as 
poſſible They are moſt of them in a difabled, 
ſhattered Condition; the Lenox without any 
Maſts, the Enterprize in the ſame Condition, the 
Worceſter paſt got in new Maſts, and along Side 
the Wharf, the Plymouth leaky, and her Stern- 
Poſt rotten, the Cornwall complaining much, the 
Elizabeth juſt cleaned, but wanting a Main- Tard, 
the Drake along Side the Wharf, her Bottom 
very bad, the Merlon has ſeveral of her Top- 
Timbers broke, and complaining much, the 
Strafford fit for the Sea, but eleven Months foul, 
the Rye in the ſame Condition, the Experiment 
a fitting, having juſt got in a ſet of new Maſts, 
the Vulture heaving down, and the Yeazle juſt 
cleaned and fit for Sea; but all badly manned, 
and ſhort of Compliment, as their Lordſhips 
will {ez by the incloſed State of the Squadron,— 


By the Faulkener Packet. 
C. KNOWLES. 


*The Milſord was at Rattan. 
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Ne 13. 


Extract of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Knowles, 
to Mr. Secretary Cleveland. 


Canterbury, Jamaica Feb: 2, 1747-8. 


S I R, 


— — Since my laſt I have ſeen Governor 
Trelawney, and upon diſcourſing together, find 
him much of the ſame Sentiments with my- 
ſelf, in Regard to the Damage we may do the 
Enemy in theſe Parts, &c. 


C. KNOWLES. 


Extract of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Knowles, 
to Mr, Secretary Cleveland. 


| Canterbury, Port- Royal Harbour, Jamaica, 
| : Feb. 12, 1747-8. 
S I R, | 


HIS accompanies a Duplicate of my laſt, 

ſince which Captain Crookſhanks has been 

tried, and herewith I ſend you his Sentence 
I have now the Pleaſure to tell their Lordſhips, 
that I have got all the Squadron ready for the 
Sea, but the Enterprize and Drake Sloop; the 
Rye I ſent between the Serromllas and Pedro 
_ Shoals, after a French Mifſi/ippi Ship I had Infor- 
mation of the Weazle went to ſee the Pac- 
ket ſafe as far as Crooked-Iſland, and * 
ve 
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five or fix Merchant Ships, after which ſhe is 
to cruize off St. Jago, and on the North Side 
this Iſland : The Vulture and Vainqueur are now 
cruizing there juſt cleaned, the Biddeford, Fo- 
wey, and Aldborough, are gone off Cape Frangois, 
and the Merlin is gone up to Windward of the 
Ifland in the Tract of the Trade, bound down 
here. | | 

I ſhall ſail myſelf To-morrow with the Canter- 
bury, Cornwall, Elizabeth, Lenox, Plymouth, Straf- 
ford, Worceſter, and Warwick, &c. 


C. KNOWLES, 


„ 


Ne 15. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Corbett, 
to Rear-Admiral Knowles, Dated Dec. 223 


1747. 


SIR, 

— — Their Lordſhips are extremely in- 
cenſed to receive ſuch a ſtrange Account from 
a commanding Officer of his Conduct, miſap- 
plying the Time of ſo conſiderable a Squadron 
of Ships in Port to wait on the Sickneſs of a 
mean Inſtrument ; and uſing ſuch trifling Me- 
thods to defer the holding the Court-Martial, 
that if he goes on with raiſing Difficulties of 
that kind, the Court-Martial may never come 
to an End, and in the mean Time, none of the 
Poſt Ships are to be ſuffered to go to Sea, 


F The 


. 
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Thie Folly as well as fatal Conſequences of ſuch 


Conduct, are ſo obvious and glaring, that their 
Lordſhips are impatient to hear of your Arrival 
at Jamaica, to take upon you the Command of 
the Squadron, and put an End to ſuch ridicu- 
lour Proceedings. 

Their Lordſhips indeed have, for ſome Time 
paſt, been ſo little ſatisfied with the Proceedings of 
thoſe who have commanded at Jamaica, as to 
occaſion their ſending their Orders to you ſome 
Months ago to go there, not doubting 


— —— purſue proper Meaſures, and em- 
ploy his Majeſty's Ships effectually for his Ma- 


jeſty's Service, and the Protection of the Trade, 
Sc. | 
THO. CORBETT. 


Noe 16. 


Extract of a Letter from Rear- Admiral Knowles 
to Mr. Secretary Cleveland. 


Dated Cormoall, in Port-Royal Harbour, 
| | Jamaica, May 8, 1748. 


S I R, 


— ————] have been much importuned 


by Captain Crookſhanks to bring Captain Erſkine 
to a Trial, but as I cannot think there is Sub- 
ject- matter in his Complaint for holding a 
Court-Martial, and it appears to me to be only 
recriminating ; I have declined doing it, and re- 


ferred 


1 ** 25 = Gael 4 2 hs 2 ** — — 

1 I 25 TRE” " - 
LETS ˙ en ae 4. I 
et ode Ra 2. SITS 


bo 


"for te: 
AS a. 


*..* SID ; R 4 5 ** 

: . . 
. a E « dm 2 
P 


E 
PLAT 


— 
3 „ 
LY gt . 
; 8 
— 4 WY 4 


* a _ - 
7 06 
* . . 


381 
ferred him to their Lordſhips. Copies of all his 
Letters I here encloſe you.— 


Sent by the Plymouth. 
CHARLES KNOWLES.. 


_— 


Ne 17. 
Mr. Corbett's Letter to Captain Crookfbanks. 


Admiralty-Office, March 7, 1748-9. 
SIR, 


HAVE read your Letter of the 31ſt of Ja- 

nuary, to the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, at a full Board, exclaiming againſt 
the unjuſt and wicked Proceedings of the Court- 
* Martial, that was held upon you at Jamaica, to 
enquire into your Conduct, in the Engagement 
with the Glorioſo, a Speniſh Ship of War, by 
which you have received unparalleled Injuries 
and Wrongs; and repeating your Requeſt to 
have Captain Exſtine tried; and allo to have an 
Opportunity to diſculpate yourſelf, either before 
the ſame, or any other Court- Martial: And their 
Lordſhips having conſidered the ſame, as alſo 
the Minutes of the Court-Martial which was held 
upon you, and the Sentence thereof, they com- 
mand me to acquaint you, that they can fee no 
Inconſiſtency between their Reſolutions and their 
Sentence; nor can diſcover any Abſurdity or 
illegal Management, upon the Face of their 
Proceedings; and therefore, your Requeſt, for 
a ſecond Trial, is without Precedent, or — 

A 
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And as your inſiſting on the Trial of Captain 
| Erſkine, and wondering that he did not ſollicit one 
for himſelf, their Lordſhips think it would have 
been an unneceſſary Forwardneſs in him to have 
done fo at Jamaica; and their Lordſhips do not 
Jing, that you applicd to Rear-Admiral Knowles, 
to try Captain Eyſtine, till ſome Days after your 
own Trial was over. 


I am, &c. 
Signed, 
THOMAS CORBETT. 
To Jobn Crookſhanks, Eſq; 
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